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tellect was versatile, so his character was receptive. He pos-
sessed in abundance that quality of 'give and take/ that
power of impiessing others and of receiving their impression,
that gift of simpatia which to the Italian expresses so much

more than its English representative-----Lorenzo was equally

natural and unaffected whether he were planning a comic
novelty for the Carnival, or critically examining the last new
manuscript that his agents had brought or forwarded from
Greece or elsewhere. At table he would give grave advice to
young Michelangelo, throw a rhyme or epigram across the
board to Pulci, or discuss the problem of unity in plurality
with Marsilio Ficino. He would give audience to an ambassa-
dor, or a horse trainer, or a popular preacher; hold a party
caucus in the Via Larga, attend a critical meeting of the
Government, and then rid? off to Careggi or Caiano to play
with his children, and rise with the lark to ride to hounds,
or fly his favourite falcons. Lorenzo's versatility is the fre-
quent theme even of his contemporary countrymen ... A
lover of the country rather than of the town, whenever he
could he would escape to Poggio a Caiano or more distant
villas. He was fond of the country people, their manners,
their songs, and their pleasures___His family life was ex-
tremely simple; he romped with his children, joined in their
music, wrote a religious play for them to act.... In Lorenzo's
career it is impossible to draw a hard and fast line between
diplomacy and politics, art and literature, religion and
philosophy, domesticity and public life, country sports and
city functions. It is difficult to analyse so manifold a char-
acter."

Among the charges which a later age found to make against
Lorenzo, that of profligacy and of corrupting the Florentines
gives most evidence of the virulent partisan spirit which has
been mentioned, owing to the entire want of ground for the
accusation So far as his private character is concerned no
facts have been brought forward to support the charge.
Judged by the standard of his day he was not an immoral
man His conduct in this respect was superior to that of con-
temporary sovereigns, our own in England not excepted. It